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oh II.—-Home ADMINISTRATION. - 
Referring to outrages upon women in the Mymensingh district, the Bosowas znnvm, 


How to 


women in A7 | 


chaukidars in the district should be increased for some time. In those villi 
in which outrages are very common, a number of young villagers of gx 
moral character and strong 2 should also be enlisted as special constable 
with four or five detective officers at each thana at their head. If such s 
constables and detective officers always keep themselves employed in hunting up 
the badmashes who commit the outrages, it will not be long before a large number 
of them are brought to justice and their number decreases. In fact, nothin 
short of drastic measures like those which were adopted for the suppression o 
thagi and dacoity in the country will cope successfully. with the present evil. 
The cost, which the adoption of the measures suggested above will entail upon 
the Government, may be heavy; but it should grudge no expense, when the 
question is one of protecting the honour of its poor, helpless subjects. 
2. The Charu Mihir of the Ist August writes as follows :— 


Ont in Mymen- We are sorry to notice that outrages on women, 
im” mee Win the Mymensingh district, are on the increase. 


But we fail to see what has made the badmashes suddenly grow so bold. 
Matters will become very critical, unless Government takes prompt measures to 
ut down the crime. The Government, the local authorities, and the public should 
ose no time in devising measures for checking the badmashes. We published 
before an approximate number of the cases which were instituted during the past 
two years in the various Courts of this district under sections 354, 363, 366 and 
376 of the Penal Code. We give below the number of cases under the same 
sections which were tried in the Sessions Court during the last five years. 

In 1894, ten cases under sections 363, 366 and 376 were tried in the 
Sessions Court. Of these, two were under the Age of Consent Act, and of the 
remaining eight, three ended in the acquittal of the accused. 

In 1895, ten cases were tried, in two of which the accused were acquitted. 

In 1896, there were thirteen cases. In two, the accused were acquitted. 
In seven, out of the remaining eleven cases, the accused were punished under 
section 376 for committing rape. 

In 1897, twenty cases were tried; in six of which the accused were 
acquitted, and in five out of the remaining fourteen, the accused were punished 
under section 376. 

In 1898, as many as thirty-five cases were tried. In six, the accused were 
acquitted; one was withdrawn by the public prosecutor, and in twenty-eight, the 
accused were convicted and punished. : 

In the above cases, five men in 1894, 25 menin 1895, 15 men in 1896, 
30 men in 1897, and 51 men in 1898 were sentenced to imprisonment. 

We are not yet sure of the number of cases tried this year. Our inform- 


ation is that the number of cases tried during the past six months exceeds the 


total number for the last year. It is clear from the above that the number of 


cases in 1898 was about six times that in 1894, and it is for the public to say 


whether outrage on women has not gone on increasing during the past five 
years. There must be a screw loose somewhere in the de Aae, of the 
administration, or badmashes could not become so bold. We are horrified to 
think of the consequences to which this state of things may lead. ee 

3. A correspondent of the same paper complains that gangs of badmashes 
Oattle- thefts in the Mymensingh are g. cattle by night in the villages Silasi, 
Ce. Tentulia, Gafar Bangram, Dhamail, &c., within the 
urisdiction of the Gafargaon pore station, in the Mymensingh district. To 


Il stolen cattle and sell their hide has become a systematic occupation of the 
badmashes. | . e 


4. The Hitavadi of the 4th August has the following :— 


Instead of respecting and reverencing the police 
the Gente 282 : and looking up to it for protection against 1 —— 
sion, the people livre in constant — of the police, and always fear lest it 
should cause them injury. Is it not a regret that the conduct of some police 


Burdwan Sanjivani of the Ist August says that, in Ave. 1st, 1809. 
order to check the crime, the * of village 
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officers should confirm the impression that the police. is the friend of the guil 
and the enemy of the innocent? It isa general impression that there are 100 
honest and conscientious men in the Police Department, and that the maj ority 
of police officers are dishonest, oppressive and corrupt. This is ‘why the people 
readily believe in any and every charge which is 1 against the police, 
no matter whether that charge is ill or well founded. The public impression 
does not,seem to be utterly baseless. ELD GS 54 une 
Not long ago, the police was entrusted with the task of 2 warrant 
against Babu 1 — Das, an Attorney of the Calcutta High Court, 
for the attachment of his property, with the view of realising his dues to the 
Baranagore Municipality. ‘The police returned the warrant with the “remark 
that the Attorney possessed no property. e District Magistrate of the 2 
Par wrote A the Police 4 — of Caloutta, strongly animadverting 
on the conduct of the Calcutta Police. The person in question is an Attorney, 
and has an office in Calcutta, and yet the police failed to find out any E 
belonging to him. This is simply unbelievable. The warrant was, however, 
subsequently executed and the dues of the Municipality were realised. This did 
not reflect any credit on the police. 


It is quite possible that the officer, who was entrusted with the task of 
executing the ‘warrant, did not neglect his duty, and did not wilfully refrain 
from executing the warrant, He did not perhaps know that he was at liberty 
to attach even office furniture. But the public thought that the Attorney had 
somehow or other influenced the police against executing the warrant agai nst 
him. For the public are so very prafndioed i the police, that they do not 
attribute any fault committed by it to niistake, or carelessness, or misunder- 
standing. And the conduct of some police officers is such that we cannot blame 
the public for their presen against the police. Even we sometimes fail to 
bear patiently with the police and listen to its explanation. This is not our 
fault, but the fault of the police. 


Isit not a discredit to the Calcutta Police that it failed, not long ago, 
to serve Babu Matilal Ghose, the Editor of the Amrita Bazar Pairika, witha 
summons, in connection with the defamation case in the Central Provinces? 
Rai Jogendra Nath Mitter, Bahadur, Police Superintendent, was entrusted 
with the task of serving this summons, The Rai Bahadur personally went to 
the Patrika office and served Nanda Babu, the poor Assistant Editor, with the 
summons; but the summons against. Mati Babu was returned unserved, with 
the remark that he was in Deoghur. At that very time, however, Mati Babu 
was in Calcutta, and was in evidence before the public. He was found to be 
pene at Raja Binay Krishna’s house, at the meetings of the Gauranga 


amaj, and at other public meetings. How could the public be expected to 
believe that he was at Deoghur? | 


It is, moreover, notorious that tho said Police Superintendent is somehow 
related to Mati Babu; it being well-known in Calcutta that Mati Babu’s son-in- 
law, Babu Nritya Lal Datta, is the said police officer’s brother-in-law. It is 
also known that the Rai Bahadur is on visiting terms with Mati Babu, perhaps, 
on account of this relation between Mati Babu and his wife’s brother. Under 


these circumstances, the Raj Bahadur would have done well not to have 
undertaken the task of serving this summons. He would have certainly done 


well not to have returned the warrant unserved with the report that Mati Babu 
was at Deoghur. It is not also creditable to the Rai Bahadur that he did not 


take the trouble to ascertain when Mati Babu could be found at home. 


Jogendra Babu’s conduct has no doubt reflected a great discredit on the Police 
Department. cate 


Mati Babu is not an unknown person, and he did not try at that time to 


conceal himself from the public view. He was in Calcutta, and was found 
to take part in the proceedings of public meetings. Is it possible that the 
Rai Bahadur did not find an opportunity to serve him with the summons? 
And Rai Jogendra Nath Mitter is not an ordinary police officer. He holds a 
high post in the Police Department, and is, so to say, the head of the Detective 
service. He has detected many criminals and unravelled many untraceable 
crimes. In a word, he has w line. H 


believe that it was not in his power to arrest a well-known relation? = 


ed miracles in the police line. How can one 


=a t) eel Bee 


ann mts 2 * 

inne re i 
/ 
ty . „ 


1 3 e 
Oily a a Ot Rea, re . 
e i 5 
r vag," aj Soft 7 1. 7 
5 7 3 ‘ 5 ee + AS vbod 
et oe * se) * cat 1 * 5 1 * 2 74 ‘ ** 5 7 2 * Fes 74 
ra 7 ̃ ̃ he te SL A 1 . A ö 9 
. e ae RG ol BRAS pe) wee F e eee - 
: * e Ty, PAA ey Aas 7 Py 
ö \ „ a . ee Ope Bey a 1 
„ , 9 1 9 7 7 * A - + 


( 573 ) 


How can it also be believed that he was deceived by the fal 
Mati Babu was at Deoghur? We have already said, why Mati . 
trying to conceal himself, lest he should have to give evidence in the entral 
Provinces 1 oom But was the police justified in helping him to 

himself in this way? 3 vice atin 
— the Rei i ‘had not personally served Nanda Babu with the 


>. . 
— 
— 


summons, we could have thought that he had been deceived as regards Mati 


's presence in Calcutta. But we have no reason to think so. We learn 
—＋ trustworthy source that he had remarked, when serving Nanda Babu 
with the summons, that he would return the summons against Mati Babu 
unserved. One cannot readily believe that the Rai Bahadur really conducted 


himself in this way. Butif the report against him be true, it shows where 


he Calcutta Police stands. When the public learn that the Rai Bahadur is 
1 related to Mati Babu, and that he reported that Mati Babu was at 
Deoghur when he was 1 be seen at Calcutta, how can they believe 
that the Rai Bahadur did not willingly commit an offence? ee 1 
But why talk only of this neglect in serving summonses? The instances 
of police indifference and carelessness are numerous. The card trick on public 
streets, the swindling auctions held publicly—why is not the attention of the 
olice drawn to these? Such tricks are being publicly carried on in Beadon 
Street, but the police is blind. These blots on the Calcutta Police will not be 
removed so long as Mr. James, the Police Commissioner, or Mr. Showers, 
the Officiating Police Commissioner, does not take steps to remove them. 
5. The same paper hasthefollowing:—- = | 
Who has sown the seeds of disturbance in this 
hitherto peaceful country? Only a few years. 
ago, the people were living free from anxiety and care. They depended 
solely upon the British Government for the maintenance of peace, and the 
protection of their life and property. But now they are leadin a life, full of 
anxiety. Why this sad change? Who has brought about this sad change? 
The British Government had put down tiagi and dacoity, and held badmashes 
in check. Why, then, this change? Who is responsible for this unrest, 
suspicion, anxiety? Little by little, the Government is looking upon the 
people with suspicion. Little by little, the people are losing their confidence 
in the justice and impartiality of the Government. Theft and dacoity and 
assault on women are gradually becoming events of frequent occurrence, and 
the illiterate native has become bold enough to raise his hands, though not 
often, against the European. Who is responsible for this? 5 


A correspondent writes as follows with reference to the prevalence of 
of lawlessness in Mymensingh :— 


I am gratified to see your attention drawn to the prevalence of lawless- 
ness in Mymensingh. It is also a great satisfaction to learn that the zamindar 
of Betagarhi has girded up his loins to put down badmashi.. But what can he 
singly do? If all the zamindars do not combine against badmashes, M 


nsingh 

will go to the dogs. Few dadmashi cases are made public and find a — I ae 

Charu Milur, fewer cases go to the Courts. The Hitavadi is expected to have 

only very few cases brought to its notice. If you keepa “pain pt cy in every 
0 


village or, at least, in every group of villages, you will not be able to make 
room for the news with which they will flood noth Very few of. the cases of 


assault on women are brought to the law-courts, The police does not generally 
entertain such cases, and it is not an easy affair to move the law courts to take 


Lawlessness in Mymensingh. 


action in the matter. Many, again, are in mortal dread of the badmashes, and do 


not venture to complain against them, and many fail to seek a remedy in the 
Courts for want of money. Most of these assault cases take place among the 
poor Musalmans. The marriage tie is not very strong among them, and 
marriage is cheap and easy. Let a Musalman carry off one’s wife and the latter 
will, in his turn, carry off another's wife, and forget his former wife. In some 


cases a Musalman, seeing it difficult to get back his abducted wife, would settle 


the matter with the offender, by taking money from him as da gene 
Most of the badmashes are protected by the zamindars and rich 
Thus protected, they commit heinous crimes: with impunity. In village 


Bajitpur and Dighirpur such crimes are being frequently Mr 
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being the case, it will not do to blame the (police alone. If the zamin dars 
do not take steps to keep these badmashes in check, the case will become 
hopeless. | : | 
The badmashes are roaming in every village. The badmashes are notorious, 
their badmashi is notorious. But what can be done? The badmashes are 80 
powerful that it is dangerous to bear witness against them. Prosecute them 
and their protectors, the zamindars, will certify to their good character, and 
they will be acquitted, and will try to take their revenge on their accusers. 

But why cases of assault on women alone? Theft, dacoity and murder are 
frequently taking place, but few of them are detected. The murder cases are 
unprecedentedly on the increase. But almost all of them go undetected. In a 
few cases, the offenders were sent up for trial, but they were acquitted, 
The impression is gaining ground in the mind of the badmashes that murder 
can be committed with impunity. Lately, the Deputy Magistrate went to 
enquire into a dacoity in a village on the bank of the Bhairab. But it 
was during his stay there that another dacoity was committed in the village. 


6. The Prativasi of the 7th August has the following :— — 
We fail to see what has brought about this 

) anarchy in the country. Outrages on women are 
not only becoming more numerous, but also more serious in their character, and 
are no longer confined to the district of Mymensingh. Reports of such 
outrages are now received from all parts of these provinces. Refaitpur is 
a village in the Kushtia subdivision of the Nadia district. At midday the wife 
of one Jogendra Nath Das, a resident of the village, was giving breast to her 
infant, seated in the verandah of her house, when one Momin Shaikh attacked 
the woman and committed outrage upon her. The offender was arrested and 
sent up to Kushtia for trial, but was acquitted by the ae Magistrate. 
Babu Kedar Nath Sanyal, Head Master of the Refaitpur School, has written in 
the Indian Mirror to say that the Sub-Deputy Magistrate acquitted the accused 
because the zamindar of the village took up the cause of the complainant and 
the Sub-Deputy Babu believed it impossible for such an outrage to have been 
committed in broad day-light. : 7 

It is the Government's duty to have the case re-tried. The zamindar of 
the village has the writer's heartiest thanks. It is only the police and the 
zumindars who can put a stop to such outrages. But in many places the 
police fail to arrest the offenders, and offenders when arrested, often manage 
to escape scot-free with the help of the zamindar. These outrages are, there- 
fore, increasing, and in many instances the aggrieved parties think it useless to 
bring their wrongs to the notice of the authorities. The authorities are 
not considered to be doing what is needed of them in this state of things. 
They should not remain apathetic when the anarchy in the country is such as 
to form a blot on British rule. What can the people be said to have gained by 
upwards of a century and-a-half of British rule, if, after that period, their 
country is in the same condition of anarchy and lawlessness in which the English 
found it, when they first took possession of it? We implore the ruler of Bengal 
to put down the badmashes with a stern hand and give peace to his subjects. 


7. The Medini Bandhav of the 7th August cannot approve of the 
8 a Government’s proposal to abolish one of the police- 
police-station in Midnapore town. stations in Midnapore town. The strength of the 
police force there should rather be increased. Only 
the other day, there was a murder in the heart of the town, a few weeks ago 
there was a daring theft in the house of Babu Ram Saran Shaha, and 
some days ago theives appeared before the doors of several houses. ‘Thanks, 
2 to the new railway, strange and suspicious faces are often seen in 
e town. | 


Anarchy in the country. 


(6)— Working of the Courts. 


8. The Charu Mihir of the let August has the following: 


aa Mr. Vernéde has come to Mymensingh = th 
dt Mayenne WM oint- Magistrate. Recently he tried a 9 under 
section 380 of the Penal Code, in which one Dengu 


1 a 
der 


( 57% ) 
Shaikh was the complainant and one Hisabadi Shaikh was the accu sed. The 


thst the accused had been found by the investigating head-constable 

N — of a sum of money equal to that which had been stolen from the house 
of the complainant. The accused stated that the money, which was found in 
his possession, was his own, he having borrowed it on a bond from Bachhir 
Mandal some days before the occurrence. He also said that he made over the 
money to the head-constable in. consequence of persecution, In support of his 
statement, Hisabadi subpoenaed Bachhir and some other people as witnesses. 
Bachhir admitted having lent the money to Hisabadiona bond. But the Joint- 
Magistrate issued a notice against Bachhir and the father of the accused, to 
show cause why they should not be prosecuted under section 196 of the Penal 
Code for forging a document. The examination of the accused’s father took 
lace on à subsequent date when the accused engaged a Pleader of the Judge’s 
ourt to conduct his case. In the course of his deposition, the Joint-Magis- 
trate repeatedly called the father of the accused a liar, and advised the Pleader 
to put in a plea of guilty, instead of calling witnesses, Similar remarks were 


made by the Court when the other witnesses were examined, and several 


ere threatened with imprisonment for giving, what the Joint-Magis- 
. as false evidence. Even the accused’s Pleader did not 
se for producing false witnesses. : 
tsi -n did ak for want of money or for some other reason, take 
certified copies of the depositions of the witnesses for the prosecution. The 
Joint-Magistrate called it illegal conduct on the part of the accused’s pleader to 
address the Court without taking out such copies and took down his name. 

To abuse and threaten witnesses before the closing of a case, as the Joint- 
Magistrate did, is an act calculated to frighten the witnesses whose evidence 
has not been taken. Nor was the Court right in commenting on the evidence 
before the case had closed. We donot see how the accused’s pleader acted 
illegally in addressing the Court without taking out certified copies of the 
depositions. 

: 9. The Basumati of the 3rd August has the following with reference to 
the High Court’s decision in the Norton’s case :— 

The matter is now finally settled. Mr. Norton 
most probably regretted that he had engaged a 
Barrister for the doing of a thing which, according to Mr. Justice Prinsep, could 
be as well done by writing a letter to the Judges. Henceforward, it will be 
an easy thing to move the High Court for the enhancement of sentences, A 
few lines on a post-card will be enough for the purpose. 

The Prince paid the fine and went back to his daulat khana, no doubt 
thinking of the past glory of Delhi, which is now but a dream. We do not 
know whether Mr. Norton is satisfied with the decision; but as the Englishman 
says nothing about it, wo take it for granted that he is satisfied. According to 
Mr. Justice Prinsep’s decision, the Government will not have to move the High 
Court for the enhancement of sentences or against the acquittal of prisoners. 

10. The Hitaradi of the 4th August writes as follows: 

There are innumerable instances to show that 
pean iurors. the privilege enjoyed I Wer European offender to 
f be tried by a European Magistrate and a European 
jury has afforded great facilities for his acquittal. It is on rare occasions 
that we find a Eurpean offender convicted by a European jury. If this is 
not due to the partiality of the European jury, why are not the native com- 
plainants prosecuted in every case for bringing false charges against the 
accused? A European driver of the Bombay-Baroda and Central Indian Railway 
has been prusecuted for driving a train in spite of the danger signal hoisted for 
bis warning. His rashness led to a serious accident, causing the deuth of not a 
few. In the Sessions, the driver was acquitted by a European jury. The Chief 
Justice, disagreeing with the ö » empannelled a fresh jury, but even then 
they acqutted the accused. The £ Justice was therefore compelled to let him 
off. When the Chief Justice empannelled a second jury,he, no doubt, suspected 
partiality in the first jury. ill not the Government take steps to prevent 
this abuse of power? European op ion will not be put a stop to, so long as 
European offenders are not deprived of 
jury. | 


The High Court's decision in 
the Norton case. 


European offenders and Euro- 


their right to be tried by a European 
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11. The Bangavasi of the 5th August complains of unusual delay and 


crastination in the partition of estates in tlie 
Partition proceedings in the 82 ya district. Here are a few instances in 


Names of Estates. | Period of partition. 
Mahal Dighoura cot . 15 years. 
9 Chomrachok eee oes 10 99 
99 Paoai eee eee 10 99 
77 Khondoya 7 eee eee 11 90 
„ Usari in ber sce 
99 Burma ) ese 260 10 9 


„  vsumnoya, ots I 


Trailokya Babu is the present Special Deputy Collector, in charge of the 


partition of Estates in Gaya. He has not been in his present post for more than 


two years, and he cannot, therefore, be held responsible for the delay in the 
partition of the above estates. But not even his cunduct is satisfactory. The 
delay and procrastination in the partition of estates has led to the filing of 
artition suits by the score and the hundred in the Courts of the Subordinate 
Judge and the Munsifs of Gaya. The file of these suits is so heavy, that it has 
kept about sixty or seventy Amin-Commissioners engaged. Besides these, 
there are no less than eighty or ninety applications for partition in the Colleo- 
torate file. The partition of estates is an onerous and responsible duty. 
It requires great patience, diligence and ability. But Trailokya Babu does not 
seem to be equal to the task. In the partition of mahal Kailonyar, there was 
a serious difference of — between the parties, and a local investigation 
was badly wanted. The Deputy Babu fixed dates, both for the local investiga- 
tion and for hearing the parties. But he held the investigation long before the 
fixed date, and passed his decree without hearing the parties. He had, however, 
to subsequently revise his decision. In the partition of mahal Mangraul, the 
rties objected to the Deputy Collector’s decree, and it was reversed by the 
ollector. In the partition of mahal Rabio, the Deputy Collector at first passed 
a decision, which satisfied the parties. But subsequently he revised his decision 
and passed an order without the knowledge of the parties, which fairly 
surprised them. In another case, the pleader of a party wanted to be heard on 
his client’s behalf. But the Deputy Collector said that nothing could change 
the decision he had arrived at. The pleader was subsequently heard, but 
Trailokya Babu did not change his decision. On appeal, his decision was 
materially amended. It is, however, hoped that Trailokya Babu will pay heed 
to the complaints of the public. 


12. The same paper writes as follows with reference to the comments 

— oe ——＋ 2 udge 3 the decision of — 

ee ubdivisiona cer. of Barh, in the case o 

1 . 5 Rahman, Hamid Hossain, and Bilayet 
ossain :— 

We do not know whether the Magistrate has submitted an explanation, 
The Judge’s comments only make us beat our breast and strike our forehead 
in anguish. We are, however, curious to know how the Subdivisional Officer 
will answer the charges preferred against him. Again, if the High Court 
declares his proceedings illegal, what remedy is there for the illegal whipping 
of an innocent man—a sentence, which has already been executed ? Whst 
will be done to the erring Subdivisional Officer ? 


18. The Dacca Gasette of 1 5 st complains that a certain 
2 . judicial officer of the Munshigunj Subdivision, of 
„ nes u. the Dacca. district, is in the habit of frequent 
losing his temper, abusing witnesses, and discourteously addressing them. He 
does not properly treat the pleaders also. This officer ought to remember that 
Vikrampur is inhabited by respectable people, and he E not to discourteaus 
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ager 14. The Dacca Gazette of the 31st July has the following on the new ban O ,, 
5 system of vernacular education in continyation of July sist, 1809. a 
The new system of vernacular what it wrote on that subject in a 1 issue „ 
* (vide Report on Native Papers for the 29th July, 5 1 
„F . pin 9 
A change in a system is justified only when it removes a defect or intro- | a 
duces an improvement. If a thing is done in six years under the 1 2 | — 
, it will be an improvement if the new system enables us to do a 
sooner. It will also be an improvement if, under the new system, we are a ee 
enabled to do more in the same period than under the 3 system. Let us 
now examine the proposed system by this test, and ascertain how far it will be 
an improvement on the existing one. | | 
1 Literature.—Let us take literature first. Under the existing system, . a 
the student begins studying Bengali literature from the lowest class, and reads a 
at least half a score of text-books on the subject before he passes the examina- | , 4 
tion. He also reads more of grammar than he requires. He is thus able to 
acquire a tolerable knowledge of the Bengali language and literature. He 1 
becomes tolerably versed in Bengali composition, and can read any and every 4 
book written in Bengali, with no other help than that of a dictionary. Under < 
the new system, the student will acquire very little knowledge of literature 
) even in the higher classes. Literary knowledge is the door to all departments 
Be of knowledge, and without this knowledge, the student's scope of knowledge 
ae will be circumscribed. : 
(B) History.—At present, the student is taught a brief, but complete 
3 history of India, and he learns many things os the physical and intel- 
) lectual powers of the Hindus and Musalmans of old, the causes of their 
decline, and their ancient manners and customs. Historical knowledge is often 
extremely necessary for the understanding of many things. A study of the 
history of India is the only means of reviving the past glory of our country, and 
of promoting its welfare. But under the proposed system, the student will 
acquire very little knowledge of Indian history. 
) (C) Geography and Physical 5 A Se present the student acquires 
more knowledge of Geography than he requires, and is furnished with a 


e ——— . 7 „ 


1 


éneral ome ge of the geography of the world. He also acquires a fair 
owledge of Physical Geography. A knowledge of these two subjects serves 
to dispel many of the popular superstitions. The student also learns to study 
the causal connection between phenomena, and acquires practical and business 
habits. The proposed system will circumscribe the student’s knowledge in 
this direction. . 1 
(D) Physical Science. — Physical Science is doing great benefit to the people 

of this country, by removing their superstitions, and teaching them how to 
study the causal relations of things. Unfortunately, however, the Committee 
proposes to circumscribe the study of Physical Science. The study of the laws 


. of water, air, heat, light, magnetism and electricity has brought about a 
| revolution. The proposed system will circumscribe the student’s knowledge of 
these subjects. : | 


. ) Hygiene. —The present system affords better facilities for the study of 
this subject than the new system. It is a subject, however, which ought to be 
| studied a little more extensively than at present. For the ignorance of the 
, people of this country of the Jaws of health, coupled with the keen struggle for 
3 existence, is ruining their health, and has been the cause of disease and premature 
N death among them. The study of Hygiene is, therefore, urgently necessa 
3 for the protection of the people. It is superfluous to say that the science, whict 

has for its object the saving of human lives, occupies’ the highest place amo 
: the sciences. A proper study of this science is sure to promote the physical and 
. intellectual welfare of the people, and to lead to a saving of millions of human 
, lives. Physical and intellectual development is what we badly want, and it is 
, a regret that the Committee has proposed to circumscribe the study even of 
| this subject. In the opinion of eminent Euro physicians, the teaching of 
, Hygiene should be looked upon as a duty of the firstimportance. ‘The manners 

and customs of the European people, their laws and their social arrangements 
all tend to help the teaching of the laws of health, Not sq with the people of 
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i and, therefore, the study of Hygiene is nowhere more urgentl 
T 5 maga giene is not, even at present, satisfactorily taught, 
and if its study is circumscribed, as is proposed to be done, the injury, which 
will be done to the country, will be very great indeed. * 

(F) Agricultural Education. — Agriculture is, at present, taught in the 
Upper imary classes. The present system of agricultural education is not 
satisfactory. but the new system is not likely to place it on a more satisfactory 
footing. To tell the truth, the Committee’s proposal is far from being 
calculated to promote Indian agriculture, or to make people willing to take to 

‘culture. The Indian agriculturist knows his work fairly well, and to teach 
him agriculture, you should teach him more of the subject than he already 
knows. , . ‘ ; . 

(o) Domestic Econony.—The teaching of this subject also is not likely 
to be better done under the new system. . 

(E) The new system does not make a better provision for the art teach - 
ing of girls. . 

. (I) The teaching of mathematics remains almost unchanged under the new 
system, but it is a regret that the new system does not recognise native 

‘thmetic. Henceforward the students of vernacular schools will not be 
so well versed in zamindari, mahajani, and bazar accounts as at present. 

(J) The period of instruction—At present it takes the student six years to 
come up to the Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examination. Under the new 
system it will take the student nine years to do that. It is well to enhance 
the period of instruction, but we cannot say that, under the new scheme, the 
enhanced period will be properly utilised. 

(K) Cost of instruction—The Committee proposes to curtail expenditure 
on account of text-books, but by raising the period of instruction from six to 
nine years, it has virtually enhanced that expenditure. For students will now 
have to pay school fees for two years more. Moreover, the expense on account 
of text-books can be materially reduced by making an impartial and judicious 
selection of text-books. It is also to be considered whether it is a judicious 
proposal to reduce the expense of education at the cost of education itself. 

Considering all these circumstances, it will not be superfluous to say that 
the new system has nothing but drawing and drill to recommend it as a good 
substitute for the existing system. It will not increase the student’s stock of 

knowledge more than at present. It will not remove bis prejudices and super- 
stitions. It will not give him clear ideas about anything. It will strike at the 
root of the study of literature. It is not to be expected that many will come 
to the vernacular schools simply with the object of gaining a smattering of 
Botany and Zoology and learning a few arts and industries which can be 
learnt without any acquaintance even with the alphabet. Few children, indeed, 
of the upper classes, will be willing to submit to the indignity of learning 
industries which they regard as derogatory. The present system of education 
requires improvement, but it should not be reformed on the lines recommended 
by the Committee. | 

Students passing the Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examination have 7 | 
to get themselves admitted into the first year class of the Normal School. But 
a student passing this examination under the new system will not be fit for 
the first year class of the Normal School. To curtail the course for the Normal 
School examination would be striking the axe at the development of the 
Bengali language. The course for the Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examina- 
tion will have therefore to be kept on a level with the Normal School Examina- 
tion course, and the courses for the Primary Examinations should be on a 
level with the course for the Middle Vernacular Scholarship Examination. 

From whatever point we look at the new scheme, it does not appear to involve 
a judicious reform. 


annvam, 15, The Sanjivani of the 3rd August has the following :— 


Aug. 8rd, 1899. „ The proposed scheme of vernacular education 
PP i moans scheme of verns- ill make no distinction between pathsala education 

i and middle school education, and it abandons the 

object with which middle schools were established. From the lowest class in 

the pathsala to the highest in the middle school, the classes have been formed 


on the same principle and method. A child will enter a pathsala at the age 
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of five and will come out of the vernacular school, after passing his final 
examination, at the age of fourteen. The subjects which will be taught in 
the vernacular schools will have little connection with those taught in the 
English schools. People intending to send their boys ultimately to an English 
school will, therefore, no longer send them, at the first instance, to a vernacular 


echool. Pag ahs 
The following points in the new scheme are worthy of notice :— 


1) Bengali will not be properly taught to the boys. They will 
) J read only one Fock. 18 in the highest ii. 
(2) The pathsala . will be taught a variety of scientific subjects, such 

as physics, botany, chemistry, hygiene and agriculture. 
00 The boys will also learn a little of drawing and manufacture. 

1 

b it will be enough to communicate to the boys a few facts in 
each subject in their moral reader. 

(5) All the subjects are to be taught practically. 

(6) The poor Bengal pathsalas will have to teach on the costly Kinder- 
garten system. 

(7) It is the poor pathsala gurus who will have to achieve this most 
difficult ville on Rs. 4 a month. 

(8) A guide-book will be prepared for the teachers, by the help of which 
they will teach science, manufacture, rill and drawing. 
There will be no need, according to the authorities, of specially 
preparing teachers for the work. Sd | 

(9) The Bengali language, which is Just learning to stand on its own 
legs, will have a death-blow dealt to it, and the trade in 
vernacular school-books will in a manner pass into the Govern- 
ment’s hands. 


16. With reference to the proposal of establishing a college for the sons 
Th proposed Zemin dare’ College 3 zamindars, the same paper writes as 
in nga. 

_ The system of caste, upon which Hindu society 
rests, has become a cause of the degeneracy of the Hindus. Thoughtful people who 
have the good of their country at heart have realized the baneful effect of caste 
and have been endeavouring to free Hindu society from its shackles. Caste 
distinctions are based upon considerations of birth, but the proposed zamindari 
college, if established, will introduce into this country the caste system which 
prevails in the western world. The establishment of such a college as is 
proposed will widen the gulf between the rich and middle classes, And pride 
of birth, fostered in the college, will strike a blow at the friendly relations 
which English education is establishing among them. The sons of zamindars, 
kept aloof from the masses from their childhood and educated in a college 
established specially for them, will, in after life, endeavour to maintain their 
distance and exclusiveness, instead of seeking to cultivate closer relations with 
their poorer countrymen. | 

dmission to the proposed college will be regulated not by the existing 
caste system of the country, but by considerations of wealth. A new caste 
system, resting on a pecuniary basis, will, therefore, be introduced into the 
country. The projectors of the institution should also remember that good 
companions are a great help to education and that zamindars’ sons will not 
find many such in an institution from which all but themselves will be excluded. 
They will also lose the healthy influence of a wide competition. Even Her 
Majesty’s sons and grand-sons read in public schools with common boys. 


17. A correspondent of the Hiſavadi of the 4th August complains of the 

i _ unsatisfactory nature of the results of the last 

Title Rraninszeof the Sanskrit Sanskrit Title Examination. The Principal of 

the Sanskrit College, who is also the Registrar of 

the Sanskrit examinations, generally entrusts two of his clerks with the conduct 
of the examinations, and they are given the fullest liberty to do anything the 

like in connection with these examinations, the Principal not taking the trouble 

to superintend over them. The results of the last examination have been very 

unsatisfactory. No reward has been awarded to Pandits Panchanan Tarkaratna 


History and geography will not be taught as special subjects; but 
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sioners, and added that envy and jealousy were extremel 
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and Hrishikesh Sastri, while the guru of one of the clerks has been awarded a 
reward. Moone, except Pandit Tarkaratna, has passed so many as four 
students in darsan (Philosophy) and only Pandits Tarkaratna and Sarbabhauma 
have passed students in the second examination in nyaya. Why has Tarkaratna 
not been rewarded? Two of Pandit Hrishikesh Sastri’s img passed in the 
First Division, but strangely enough, one of them has been placed in the 
Second Division. Has this been done to place him on the same level with the 
clerk’s guru? It is expected that the Director will do justice in the case. The 
Educational authorities ought to frame rules for awarding rewards to both 

pandits and pupils. 
18. The same paper writes as follows with reference to the new scheme 

of vernacular education :— 

The new scheme of vernacular There will be no objection to the teaching of 
ape Science on the lines which have been proposed, if 
competent teachers are employed and the expenditure required to make the 
teaching effective is not greaged. It is, however, to be considered how far it 
is advisable to change the existing system of education, root and branch, 
and how far the Kindergarten system is adaptable to this country, and also 
whether its cost will or will not be prohibitive, 

19. The Dacca Gazette of the 7th August has the following on the new 


scheme of vernacular education :— 


The new scheme of vernacular 5 ° ’ ° 
Po alga The Committee’s proposals, with reference to 


the teaching of Physical Science, Physical Geo- 
graphy and History, will have the effect of circumscribing the teaching of these 
subjects in the middle vernacular schools. The Committee also proposes to 
abolish Grammar and Composition, and this will have the effect of preventing 
the students from acquiring a sound knowledge of the Bengali language. The 
Committee has laid great stress on technical education as imparted to English 
students in their own mother tungue. But they ought to have compared the 
spread and development of the English language with the spread and develop- 
ment of the vernacular of Bengal. If they had done so, they could not have 
proposed to circumscribe the scope of vernacular education. 


Are not the subjects taught at present easily understood? The students 
have been for a long time reading text-books on Physical Science written by 
Babu Akshay Kumar Datta, Jogesh Chandra Ray and others. They are 
reading these books and digesting their contents very well, and ing 
examinations in the 2 with which they deal. There is very little in these 
books to get by heart. Their study develops the understanding and the thinking 
power more than the memory. The 9 ought to have carefully 
considered whether it would be possible to prepare easier text-books on the 
subject. They have arranged only for a nominal teaching of these subjects. 


As for Physical r there are several text-books on the subject, 
written by Dr. Rajendra Lala Mitra, Babu Krishna Chandra Rai, Babu Joges 
Chandra Ray and others. The text-book on this subject, written b i 
Radhika Prasanna Mukharji Bahadur, is the worst, but it is widely read. In- 
numerable mistakes have been corrected in successive editions of this book; but 
it is still full of mistakes. It has, however, superseded better books. The boys 
pass the examination even upon such a book, The appointment of such a 
worthless text-book is, however, no fault of the present system of vernacular 


education. The Committee should not, therefore, propose to circumscribe the 
teaching of this subject. 


(e) Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


20. The Mthir-o-Sudhakar of the 4th August says that during his recent 


Tho Magistrate of tho 24 ‘0Ur, the Magistrate of the 24-Parganas visited the 
Parganas giving advice to the Baduria Munici ality within his urisdiction ; and 
—— of the Baduria in pure Bengali gave some good advice to the 


g 32 Commissioners, who have allowed public 
interests to suffer in consequence of quarrels among themselves. The agis- 


trate clearly explained the evil consequences of quarrels among the Commis- 


r prevalent amo 
the Bengalis; whereas those bad feelings were very rare 6 2 


** 
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it was for that reason that the English nation had become so great in 
—. respect. He said that so envious were the lis of each other that 
they . do their best to harm the man who does something good or some- 
thing that benefits the public. He exhorted the Commissioners to shake off 
such bad feeling and act in harmony among themselves, without. which they 
could not serve their country and countrymen. The Magistrate’s advice 
leased everybody. If every other Magistrate followed the example of the 
agistrate of the 24-Parganas and gave the villagers advice, in Bengali, when- 
ever there was anything wrong in their conduct, the villagers could correct 
their faults and might become more mindful of their duties. 3 
The Magistrate of the 24-Parganas is thanked for his amiability and solici- 
tude for the welfare of the 1 entrusted to his care. 
21. A correspondent of the Bangabhumi of the 8th August objects to the 
inclusion of Sarangabad and some other villages 
e extension of the of the 24-Parganas district in the Budge-Budge 
mne OS Municipality, as proposed by the European residents 
of Budge-Budge without the consent of the villagers. The villagers are too 
poor to be able to bear the burden of municipal taxation. 


(g)—Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


22. A correspondent of the Murshidabad Hitaishi of the 2nd August says 
that the bridge over the culvertin the road between 
A bridge in the Murshidabad (Kandi and Barur, in the Kandi subdivision of the 
1 Murshidabad district, having fallen down last year, 
the residents within the jurisdictions of the Kharagram and Kalyanganj thanas 
suffer great inconvenience whenever they have to come to Kandi; because 
this is the only road to Kandi which is not flooded in the rainy season. About 
fifty boys from Batur, Haripur and Mahisar are required to cross this culvert 
every day on their way either to the Kandi High School or the Belia 
Middle English School. But only the biggest among them can swim over the 
breach, and the rest are obliged to absent themselves from school. The Magis- 
trate, when on tour, was shown the culvert, and the Subdivisional Officer’s 
attention was more than once drawn to it, but with no result. | 


23. A correspondent of the Hitavadi of the 4th August complains that 


great inconvenience is experienced by the passen- 
gers on the Rajbati-Faridpur branch of the 
Eustern Bengal State Railway, who have to alight at the Sivrampur station. 
The train stops at this station for a very short time. On the 22nd July last, 
when the up-train for Rajbati arrived at the Sivrampur station, the doors of 
the railway compartments were found locked. As soon as the compartments 
were unlocked, the train was in motion. Some of the passengers in their 
attempt to alight, were thrown down on the platform and received injuries. 
They were also reprimanded by the station authorities and kept confined for 
some time. Some of the passengers who did not venture to jump down, alighted 
at the next station and had to pay excess fare. 


(h)— General. 


24. The Hitavadi of the 4th August writes as follows: 

We reported some time ago, a case in which 
Mr. Hall, a Postal Superintendent, was punished 
for beating one Binod Chandra Mukherji, a postal peon attached to the 
Chandernagore post-office. The decision in the case so offended the Postal 
Superintendent that he publicly vowed vengeance against the poor peon. 
Binod was transferred to another post-office within Mr. Hull’s jurisdiction, but 
he had not the courage to go there and represent his case to the higher 
authorities. The Postal authorities, however, have rejected his prayer. This 
injustice in the Postal Department has really 8 us. We hope that this 


distinction of colour will not be observed in the Postal Department. 


III.—LIdISLArrvꝝ. 


25. The Bangabhums of the Ist August writes as follows :— 
3 The Viceroy’s proposal 
TL. on the Calcutta constitution of the Calcutta Corporation will alter 
N f the proportion which has obtained for a long time 


A railway complaint. 


Injustice to a postal peon. 
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between the elected and nominated Commissioners. « His Excellency proposes 
to make the two sets of Commissioners equal in number. The Nation, the 
Hitaradi, the Indian Mirror and the Benga les have been grieved at this. They 
would like to have the number of nominated Commissioners. reduced in the 
same proportion in which the number of elected Commissioners has been 
proposed to be reduced. Some would make the number of nominated Com- 
missioners twelve, in order that it may maintain the same ratio to the number 
of elected Commissioners as at present. They contend (1) that the Viceroy’s 
proposal will not satisfy the rate-payers, and (2) that the European Com- 
missioners, who will be elected from the European wards, will be as good 
as nominated Commissioners, and the nominated Commissioners will, therefore, 
have the supreme voice in all matters, the elected Commissioners remaining 
in the Corporation only in name. : 

All we can say about these objectionsis that they are not reasonable. 
Should not Government make good rules or reconcile contending interests, 
because its doing so may not be agreeable to the rate-payers? The Viceroy 
has clearly pointed out that he has proposed an equipoise between the two 
parties in the Municipality, because he believes that such equality will be 
conducive to good administration. 

As for the objection against European Commissioners, one fails to see 
on what ground the objectors would deprive the European rate-payers of their 
franchise. The European Commissioners elected by the European rate-payers 
will be like the elected native Commissioners representatives of the rate-payers, 
Why, then, are they classed in the same category with the nominated Commis- 
sioners? Their interests and the interests of the representatives of the native 
rate-payers will not be different. It is true we, natives, cannot agree with 
Eurcpeans, But what can the Government do on that account? To the 
Government both native and European subjects are equal. It is bound to give 
Europeans the same privileges as it gives to us. If the elected European 
Commissioners make common cause with the nominated Commissioners and 
injure the interests of the rate-payers, they will not only commit self- 
deception, but fail to obtain the approval of their constituents, But Europeans 
have a very fine sense of self-respect, and it is not probable that European 
Commissioners will sacrifice their own self-respect and the interests of their 
constituents only to gratify their antipathy against natives. 

As for the nominated native Commissioners, will it be the Government’s 
fault if they turn traitors to their country? But it is, after all, a great 
mistake to suppose that all nominated native Commissioners will prove false to 
their country. 

We see nothing to blame in Lord Curzon’s proposal to maintain an 
equilibrium between native and European interests in the Corporation. 

26. The Sanjivant of the 3rd August says that all Bengal will be glad 
to hear of Babu Baikuntha Nath Sen’s appoint- 
ment as a member of the Bengal Legislative 
Council. The liberal interpretation put by the 
Lieutenant-Governor upon the residential section of the Indian Councils Act 
has removed a stumbling block from the path of competent men wishing to 
enter that Council. 

27. The Mihir-o-Sudhakar of the 4th August cannot approve of the 
Englishman’s suggestion that after Nawab Syed 
Ameer Hossein, Maulvi Bazlal Karim, Deputy 
Magistrate of Howrah, should be appointed to the 
vacant seat in the Bengal Council. It is true the Maulvi has ably served the 
Government for twenty years. But he is not yet considered by the Musalman 
community of Bengal fit to sit as their representative in the Bengal Council. 
The chief objections against him are that, being an anglicised Musalman, 
he cannot bea worthy representative of the Musalman community at large; 
that he has not that knowledge of the Province and its people which are 

3 ; peop 
essential in a representative of the people; that he hates speaking in Bengali, 


the mother tongue of the a e Musalmans and the language of the masses. 


Khan Bahadur Delawar Hossein Ahmed, B. A., Inspector-General of Regis- 


tration, is the fittest man to succeed the Nawab Saheb in the Bengal Council 
He has ably served the Government for thirty-eight years, and now holds 


Babu Baikuntha Nath Sen’s 
appointment to the Bengal Council. 


Nawab Syed Ameer H ossein's 
successor in the Bengal Council. 
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charge of an important department of the administration. He speaks freely 


in Bengali with high and low. His former duties and his duties as Inspector: — 


General of Registration have made him thoroughly acquainted with the 
Province and its ple. He is loved and respe by both Hindus and 
Musalmans. Besides, as the first Musalman graduate of the Calcutta Univer- 
sity, he eminently deserves to receive some mark of distinction from the 
Government. | Oita 

28. The Prativasi of the 7th August writes as follows:— _ | 

The Pioneer on the native oppo- The Pioneer has ridiculed the native press for 

sition to the Telegraphic Pron opposing the Telegraphic Press Messages Bill. It 
Messages Bill. says that . never before was such a quantity of non- 
sense and bad argument called up as the native press has di ved, in this 
connection.” And it has the following for the native editors who urged their 
poverty as an argument against the passing of the Bill:— 

4e This is a prou! position for a press to take up that is never tired of 
teaching the rulers of the country their duty. 

Should none but the rich advise rulers about their duty? 

The Pioneer would not have written as it has done if it had any idea of the 


difficulties, pecuniary and other, arising from the people’s apathy to the news- 
paper press, under which the conductors of native papers have to labour, 


V.—PRrosPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


29. The Medini Bandhav of the 7th August says that most villages and 

; _ fields in the Contai, Sabang and Tamluk parganas 
ii resse in the Midnapore dis. in the Midnapore district have been flooded. The 
‘ 3 | ple are in the greatest distress, and all their 
hopes of the rice crop have been blighted. Some people have yet some rice 
— paddy, but there is no place where they can cook their food. Distress among 
cattle is no less acute than among men, The Government and the zamindars 
and talukdars ought to help men and beasts in this crisis. Money should be 
advanced to raiyats, where they need it, to enable them to cultivate their fields 


again. 


VI.—MIsceLLANEous, 


30. The Murshidabad Hitatshi of Ay 75 en er fails to see why on the 

occasion of the Lieutenant-Governor's recent visit 
. st Ber. to Berhampore the District Board’s address of 
a welcome was allowed to be read before the Muni- 
cipal address. It is said that Kai Sri Nath Pal Bahadur, Chairman of the 
Municipality, had a discussion on the subject with the Magistrate and the 
Divisional Commissioner. 

The invitations to interview the Lieutenant-Governor were issued by the 
Magistrate, who * to have known that Kumar Devendra Nath of Kunja- 
ghata and Maharaj Kumar Banwari Muckunda of Banwaribad are men who 
ought to have heen invited to the interview before many of those who received 
invitations. A man should not lose his position in society, because he cannot 
please a certain individual. No member of the Berhampore bar, also, was 
invited to the interview or the evening party, except the Government Pleader. 

The Committee of reception at the water-works did not include Babus 
Radhika Charan Sen, Mati Lal Banerji and Hara Sankar Bhattac —men 
who were among those who first went with Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Taylor to 
ask Maharani Swarnamayi to grant Berhampore the boon of a pure water- 
supply. There could have been no objection to Prince Murshedzada and 
Raja Ranajit Singh being included in the Committee, though they were not 
among the prime movers of the water-works project, but the gentlemen, 
whose names have been mentioned first, should on no account have been left 
out of the Committee. 

There is another point in connection with the ceremony of the opening 
of the water-works, which deserves notice. Why did the Magistrate invite the 
Lieutenant-Governor to open the works, when the Maharaja of Cossimbazar 
was himself present and was the proper person to invite His Honour? 
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It is clear from the irregularities noticed above that the arrangements for 
the Lieutenant-Governor's reception at Berhampore had been entrusted to 
persons who had no knowledge of the making of such arrangements and who 
were at the same time too proud to take advice of others. 

31. The Darussaltanat and Urdu Guide of the 8rd August has the follow. 


ing :— 
a tir Jon 8 We have often only heard that an impartial 
ruler always receives God’s merey ; but in the case 
of Sir John Woodburn that is „ proved. In the Provinoes of Madras, 
Bombay and the Punjab rain, which is the sign of God's infinite mercy, is badly 
‘sented, while in Bengal, of which His Honour is the ruler, rain is abundant, 
It is, therefore, proved that our ruler is very impartial. 

32. Referring to the recent assaults on Europeans, the Samay of the 4th 
August writes as follows :— | 

The account of every one of these. incidents 
shows that the Europeans, in the first instance, exasperated the natives by ill- 
treatment, and that when the natives were maddened by anger, they lost all 
sense of respect for their European superiors and laid violent hands on them. 

Take, for instance, the Hoss case. If Mr. Ross really thought that the 
villagers were cutting away bamboos from his land, would he not have done 
the best thing by lodging a complaint at the nearest police-station? But, no, 
he did not do that. He went with four men and armed with deadly weapons 
to catch the thieves. He caught one or two of them and dragged them along 
like cattle intended for the pound. What, if Mr. Ross himself, and not the 
villagers, had cut bamboos on the disputed land and the villagers had arrested 
him as a thief and d him away as he did one or two of the villagers? 
Would the villagers have been so easily let off as Mr. Ross was, if in the 
conflict which would have ensued, the villagers had, in self-defence, killed 
somebody on the other side? | | 

Some say that the escape of those Europeans who kill natives, lightly 
punished or unpunished, has made low class illiterate natives forget all respect 
for Europeans and takethe law into their own hands in dealing with European 
offenders. That is not true. A low class native of this country is so ignorant 
and illiterate that he seldom knows what goes on beyond the limits of his 
own small village, and is quite incapable of judging for himself whether failure 
of justice has or has not taken place in any particular case. 

Take the Raniganj case. Do not the facts of this case clearly prove that 
the durwan and the jamadar were badly treated by the deceased European 
Assistant of the mill, before they turned round upon him? This Raniganj 
incident and others which have recently befallen Europeans would certainly 
not have happened, if the Europeans concerned had not at first made free use 
of their hands and legs against the natives. The three hundred millions of 
natives are the slaves of Europeans, ready to serve them without remuneration 
and glad if their services are accepted. But such is the perversity of a certain 
section of the European community that by. their conduct they provoke 
even such obsequious slaves to resentful conduct. | 

33. A correspondent of the Prativasi of the 7th August sends the 

a a rt ee report of Sir John Woodburn's visit to 

At the gate two eminent pandits of the local to“ blessed Sir John with dhan 
and durba, and presented to him an address of welcome. This pleased His 
Honour very much; and he enquired after everybody’s health and had a kind 
word even for the common havildars. 

Next morning, the Lieutenant-Governor visited the Courts, the dispensary 
and the jail. During his inspection he talked with even the most poorly paid 
employés. At noon, he was to have an interview with the zamindars on 
the Rhotas ; but a heavy shower interfered with the arrangement, and at 3 P.M. 
His Honour himself came ashore. It was still raining heavily, and His 
Honour gave away his own coat to two common officers who had nothing to 
protect them from the rain. On the road, he urged many who were being 
wetted by the rain, to go home. 


We had heard that Sir John was a model ruler. At Pabna, we actually 
saw him act as such. 


Natives assaulting Europeans. 
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34, The Utkal Dipika of the 13th May tries to prove that vaccination is 
i recommended in some of the old Sanskrit ‘works 
Hivie Medicine. mended in on medicine, and observes that the Hindus must not 
object to it on religious grounds, | 
85. The same paper recommends that the rule prohibiting despatch of a 
„ ctamp in a non-registered cover or packet should 
— 3 be abolished, as it is more honoured in the breach 
38. The same paper of the 20th May approves of the measures adopted 
;, ae by the Government of India to induce the Turkish 
oun Indian pilgrims at authorities to take steps to protect the Indian 
pilgrims bound for the Hedjaz, from the oppres- 
sions of the Arabs, who are said to have taken a large amount of money from 
the helpless pilgrims. | 
37. The same paper points out that the Bengal Tenancy Act has placed 
the zamindars at a great disadvantage, and has 
tte Ua eiae. Aet ruin- at the same time made the raiyats secure in the 
enjoyment of their rights and privileges, however 
irregular they may be in the payment of their rents to their landlords. The 
writer argues that it is « very unfair arrangement to sell away the lands of 
zamindars, if they cannot pay off their revenue on a particular date, and to 
impose no other punishment on a defaulting raiyat, who never pays his rent 
regularly to his landlord, than the payment of a very small amount of interest 
or of a petty sum in the shape of damages coupled with costs incidental to a rent 
suit. A rent suit generally takes four months to enable a zamindar to realize 
his dues from his raiyats. However good such a law may be in the perma- 
nently-settled estates of Bengal, it has simply proved ruinous in the case ok the 
zamindars of the temporarily-settled estates of Orissa. The writer, therefore, 
earnestly exhorts Government to help the zamindars in their difficulties by 
amending the law in their interests to a certain extent, and observes that unless 
this is done soon, many zamindars will be compelled to borrow money to meet 
the Government demand on the one hand and to defray the expenses of rent 
suits on the other and thereby court their own ruin at an early date. 
38. The Uriya and Navasamvad of the 24th May regrets to learn that a 
i ees mike ea village by name Parabandh in Kanpur in the 
cane in the Balasor distiet. Bhadrak subdivision of the Balasore district was 
swept away by a hurricane that killed some men 
and women, a large number of cattle and demolished all the houses and trees 
the village. The villagers are in great distress and stand in need of 
elp. 
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